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SUBJECT: FURTHER CONSEQUENCES AS EMERGENCY LAPSES 
REF: COLOMBO 560 

1 . FURTHER CONSEQUENCES OF THE ENDING OF THE SIX- YEAR OLD STATE OF 
EMERGENCY ARE BECOMING APPARENT. BESIDES THE LIFTING OF THE BAN ON 
THE SUN PRESS GROUP AND THE RELEAEU OF TWENTY-ODD PRISONERS HELD 
WITHOUT CHARGES BEING FILED (REFTEL), IT NOW APPEARS THAT FOUR 
PROSCRIBED RADICAL ORGANIZATIONS WILL BE FREED FROM ANY RESTRICTIONS 
WHEN THE EMERGENCY EXPIRES AT MIDNIGHT FEBRUARY 15. THEY ARE THE 
PERADIGA SULANG K AT, LIYA (EAST WIND GROUP), KALUPAHANA (BLACK LAMP). 
LANKA VIPL A V AKARI THARUNA SANVID ANAYA (LANKA REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH 
ORGANIZATION), AND THE JANATA VIMUKTI PERAMUNA (FVP-POPULAR 
LIBERATION FRONT). THE JVP SPEARHEADED THE 1971 INSURGENCY, AND 

WAS PROSCRIBED IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARD; THE THREE OTHERS WERE 
BANNED IN 1974 AS SUSPECTED NEO-INSURGENT GROUPS. WE DO NOT KNOW IF 
ANY OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS WILL REFORM, AS PRESSURE GROUPS OR 
ELECTORAL PARTIES. HOWEVER, ONE JVP VETERAN LAST WEEK ANNOUNCED 
THE FORMATION OF A POLITICAL PARTY TO ATTRACT RELEASED INSURGENTS 
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(REFTEL). 

2. IN ANOTHER CONSEQUENCE OF THE END OF THE EMERGENCY, THE PRESS 
SPECULATED THAT THE SIX-DAY WORK WEEK, SUSPENDED UNDER THE 
EMERGENCY AS A FUEL CONSERVATION MEASURE, WOULD HAVE TO BE 
REINSTATED, ALTHOUGH THIS MIGHT BE AVOIDED BY A GOVERNMENT 
ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION. 
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3. RATHER THAN HOLD LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS BEFORE GENERAL 
ELECTIONS, THE GOVERNMENT HAS APPARENTLY DECIDED TO TRY TO EXTEND 
BY MINISTERIAL DECREE THE TERMS OF THE OFFICE OF ALL MUNICIPAL AND 
VILLAGE COUNCILS UNTIL MARCH 1978. WHETHER THIS IS WITHIN THE 
GOVERNMENT'S POWER 

WITHOUT EMERGENCY REGULATIONS MAY BE DISPUTED. 

4. ANOTHER LEGACY OF THE EMERGENCY WILL APPARENTLY LAST BEYOND 
ITS EXPIRATION. THE HIGH COURT-AT BAR SET UP TO TRY THE ALLEGED 
ASSASSINS OF THE IAFFNA MAYOR WILL REPORTEDLY BE ALLOWED TO CONTINUE, 
EVEN THOUGH THE TRIAL HAS NOT STARTED, SINCE THE JUDGES HAVE 
ALREADY BEEN SELECTED. PRELIMINARY SUBMISSIONS HAVE BEGUN IN THAT 
CASE, CHALLENGING THE AUTHORITY OF THE HIGH COURT PANEL 

TO HEAR THE CASE WITHOUT A JURY; DEFENSE ATTORNEYS MAY NOW ADD THE 
END OF THE EMERGENCY AS A FURTHER DISQUALIFICATION. THE 
PROSECUTION, REPORTEDLY NOT VERY STRONG, MIGHT ULTIMATELY 
BE DROPPED IN CONNECTION WITH EFFORTS OF THE SLFP FOR A 
PRE-ELECTION ARRANGEMENT WITH THE TMIL COMMUNITY AND ITS 
POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. 

REED 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT REFORM, REPORTS, EMERGENCY PLANNING, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 15-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977COLOMB00581 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770054-0631 
Format: TEL 
From: COLOMBO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770242/aaaabksa.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 5247cec6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 COLOMBO 560 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3323036 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FURTHER CONSEQUENCES AS EMERGENCY LAPSES 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, PINS, CE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5247cec6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



